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For Reflection and Preparation 
 

Worship is a meeting at the centre so that our lives are centred in God and 
not lived eccentrically. We worship so that we live in response to and from 
this centre, the living God. Failure to worship consigns us to a life of spasms 
and jerks, at the mercy of every advertisement, every seduction, every siren. 
Without worship we live manipulated and manipulating lives. We move in 
either frightened panic or deluded lethargy as we are, in turn, alarmed by 
spectres and soothed by placebos. If there is no centre, there is no 
circumference.  

 - Edmund Clowney 
 
 

Consider Jesus. Know Jesus. Learn what kind of Person it is you say you 
trust and love and worship. Soak in the shadow of Jesus. Saturate your soul 
with the ways of Jesus. Watch Him. Listen to Him. Stand in awe of Him. Let 
Him overwhelm you with the way He is. 

 - John Piper 
 

 
To fear God means that my life is structured by a sense of awe, worship, and 
obedience that flows out of recognizing Him and His glory. He becomes the 
single most important reference point for all that I desire, think, do, and say. 
God is my motive and God is my goal. The fear of God is meant to be the 
central organizing force in my life.  

 - Paul David Tripp 
 
 
 
Call to Worship Hab 2:14, Ps 9:1 
 

Leader:  The earth will be filled 
      with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
All: I will praise You, O LORD, with all my heart; 
      I will tell of all Your wonderful deeds. 
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Opening Hymn  
ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith  Psalm 19:1-6 
 

Leader:  The heavens declare the glory of God. 
       The skies display His marvelous craftsmanship. 
All: Day after day they continue to speak; 
       night after night they make Him known. 
Leader: They speak without a sound or a word; 
       their voice is silent in the skies; 
All: Yet their message has gone out to all the earth, 
       their words to all the world. 
Leader: In them he has set a tent for the sun. 
       It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding. 
       It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race. 
All: The sun rises at one end of the heavens 
       and follows its course to the other end. 
       Nothing can hide from its heat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Hymn   
THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Confession 
 

Leader:  Most merciful Father, 
     we have sinned against and are guilty before you. 
 Forgive us the sins of our tongues— 
 

All: For deception and untruthfulness in our dealings with others; 
      for resentment, coldness, impatience, and tempers out of control. 
 
 
 

Leader:  Forgive us for the sins of our eyes— 
 

All: For impurity in our glances and imagination; 
       for pining after more beauty, comfort, status, and wealth 
 than you have given us. 
 
 
 

Leader:  Forgive us the sins of our hearts— 
 

All: For hard-heartedness toward you and our neighbors; 
      for pride, self-absorption, self-pity; 
 and above all for rebelling against your Lordship and doubting your love. 
 
 
 

Leader:  Now, Holy Father, 
      kill our envy, remove our pride, melt our hearts.  
 

All: Give us grace to be holy, kind, gentle, pure, 
      to live for you and not for ourselves, 
 to be transformed into your likeness, 
      to live wholly for your glory. 
 

 Take away our mourning and give us music; 
 remove our sackcloth and give us your beauty, in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song of Comfort  
 PSALM 131 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers for the Church and the World 
 
 
Reading of Scripture 1 John 2:15-27 
 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world— the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the 
world.17And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will 
of God abides forever. 

 18Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now 

many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out 
from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued 
with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20But 
you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21I write to you, 
not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of 
the truth.22Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the 
Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24Let what you heard from the 
beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you 
too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25And this is the promise that he made to 
us— eternal life. 

 26I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27But the 
anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone 
should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is 
no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him. 

 
 
 
Sermon “The Obstacles” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 
GRACE ALONE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 
 
Closing Song  

MY FRIENDS, MAY YOU GROW IN GRACE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benediction  
 

Leader:   
The Lord bless you, and keep you; 

The Lord make His face shine on you, 
And be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 
And give you peace. 

 
Music text printed by permission: CCLI # 2655189 

 
 
 
 

Sermon Notes 
“The Obstacles” - 1 John 2:15-27 


