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For Reflection and Preparation 
 

"The way of Jesus cannot be imposed or mapped — it requires an active 
participation in following Jesus as he leads us through sometimes strange 
and unfamiliar territory, in circumstances that become clear only in the 
hesitations and questionings, in the pauses and reflections where we engage 
in prayerful conversation with one another and with him."  
 - Eugene Peterson 
 
“Every careful reader of the Bible is struck by how recurringly odd and 
unaccommodating it is to what we are used to and expect. The Bible is no 
easy read.”  
 - Eugene Peterson 
 
 
"I held back my heart from accepting anything, fearing that I might fall once 
more, whereas in fact the hanging in suspense was more deadly. I wanted to 
be as certain of things unseen as that seven and three makes ten."  
 - St. Augustine 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Call to Worship from Ps 28:7-8 
 

Leader:  The LORD is our strength and our shield; 
     trust in Him and enjoy His help. 
People: Let your hearts leap for joy and 
     give thanks to Him in song. 
 For the LORD is the strength of His people, 
     a fortress of salvation for His chosen ones. 

 
 
 

July 4, 2010 Thirteenth Sunday after Easter 



Opening Hymn  
COME, THOU FOUNT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leader: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 
Leader: Let us pray 
 
 
 
Prayers of Adoration 
 
 
 
Readings from Isaiah 40 
 
Leader:  Surely  the nations are like a drop in a bucket;  
          they are regarded as dust on the scales;  
            he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. 
 

People:  Before him all the nations are as nothing;  
        they are regarded by him as worthless  
        and less than nothing. 
 

Leader: Do you not know?  
       Have you not heard?  
        Has it not been told you from the beginning?  
       Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 
 

People:  He brings princes to naught  
        and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 
 

Leader: To whom will you compare me?  
        Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 
 

People:  Lift your eyes and look to the heavens:  
        Who created all these?  
        He who brings out the starry host one by one,  
        and calls them each by name.  
       Because of his great power and mighty strength,  
        not one of them is missing. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn   
I SING THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession of Sin  
 
All: Lord Jesus, 
  

You have said that, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 
Forgive us our lukewarm love and our consistent disobedience. 
 
Lord, You have said, “Ask for anything in My name.” 
Forgive us for our many prayer-less hours spent trying to fix our own problems. 
 
Lord, You have said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
We confess that our lives are often consumed 
with worry and anxiety. 
 
Lord, You have said, “If you remain in Me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit.” Forgive us our barrenness. 
 
Lord, You have said, “You must testify, for you have been with Me.” 
We confess, Lord, that we have too often been silent. 
 
Lord, you have said, “Love each other as I have loved you.” 
In this and in so many other ways, 
we confess our failures and shortcomings. 
 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Silent Meditation and Confession 
 

“The gospel…is the wisdom of God because it doesn’t praise our intellects or 
advertise our strengths. It causes us to fall on our knees and acknowledge our 
weakness, our dependence, our terrible need. It causes us to look up to God as the 
great Savior. ‘It is by his doing that we are in Christ Jesus’…The gospel teaches us 
that our righteousness, our sanctification, our redemption, and our wisdom are all 
gifts of God. The message of the gospel scuttles human pride because it reminds us 
that our life did not start with our choosing God but his choosing us. Therefore, all 
the glory is God’s.” 
 

 - Thomas Schreiner, “The Foolishness of the Cross” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 
O SACRED HEAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Words of Pardon and Peace Luke 15:20 
 
Leader:  So he got up and went to his father.  

 But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
 compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
  

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 
TAKE MY LIFE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers for the Church and the World 
 
 
Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
 
 
 
Reading of Scripture Malachi 1:1-14 
 
1 An oracle: The word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi.2 "I have loved you," says the 
LORD.  
      "But you ask, 'How have you loved us?'  
      "Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" the LORD says. "Yet I have loved Jacob, 3 but Esau I 
have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the 
desert jackals."  4 Edom may say, "Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins."  
      But this is what the LORD Almighty says: "They may build, but I will demolish. They 
will be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the LORD. 5 You will 
see it with your own eyes and say, 'Great is the LORD -even beyond the borders of Israel!'  
 6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due 
me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?" says the LORD Almighty. "It is you, O 
priests, who show contempt for my name.  
      "But you ask, 'How have we shown contempt for your name?'  
 7 "You place defiled food on my altar.  
      "But you ask, 'How have we defiled you?'  
      "By saying that the LORD's table is contemptible. 8 When you bring blind animals for 
sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not 
wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he 
accept you?" says the LORD Almighty.  9 "Now implore God to be gracious to us. With such 
offerings from your hands, will he accept you?"-says the LORD Almighty.  10 "Oh, that one 
of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar! I 
am not pleased with you," says the LORD Almighty, "and I will accept no offering from 
your hands. 11 My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the 
sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name 
will be great among the nations," says the LORD Almighty.  12 "But you profane it by saying 
of the Lord's table, 'It is defiled,' and of its food, 'It is contemptible.' 13 And you say, 'What a 
burden!' and you sniff at it contemptuously," says the LORD Almighty.  
      "When you bring injured, crippled or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, 
should I accept them from your hands?" says the LORD. 14 "Cursed is the cheat who has an 
acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the 
Lord. For I am a great king," says the LORD Almighty, "and my name is to be feared 
among the nations. 
 
Sermon “Tough Questions” 
 Shelton Woods 



Hymn of Response  
FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction 2 Pt 1:2 
 

Leader: Grace and peace be multiplied to you 
    in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

Music text printed by permission: CCLI # 2655189 


